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critical and distrustful. In all my actions only one motive has been upper-
most in my thoughts, viz., that of loyalty to my country and my people.
If I have erred, I have erred in good faith. Even in my criticisms of
my Moderate friends I have no other motive. . . .

The Sikh non-co-operators have set a noble example. . . . The Sikh
community has so far kept its temper admirably well in spite of the
provocations given. Most of the arrests have been made in the presence
of hundreds and thousands. , . . Our Sikh friends deserve all the
praise one can bestow on brave, noble, sufferers in the cause of truth.

We have selected Agha Safdar as my successor in the office of the
President, Provincial Congress Committee and I have in consultation drawn
up a programme for immediate action. . . .

Mr. Stokes was this morning arrested.1

Tour devoted comrade,

LAJPAT RAI
December 3, 1921
7 a.m.

The reader will appreciate my sharing the foregoing2 with
him. It is remarkable how every leader has made complete
arrangements in anticipation of going to jail. Of course
Lalaji could not have acted otherwise than he did. I was
anxious for him, if it was naturally possible, not to seek
arrest till after the Congress3. But in the circumstances that faced
him, he could not avoid attending the meeting without hurting
the cause. A general ceases to be a general when he shirks battle
that is offered to him. In every action of Lalaji I see nothing but
thoughtfulness and calm courage, I fully endorse Lalaji's tribute
to the Sikhs. Their resolute behaviour, their religious fervour, their
calmness and their suffering command my highest admiration.
One sees in everything that is happening in the country the
throes of a new birth. May God grant that no hasty action, no out-
break of violence impedes our unmistakable progress towards
our destined goal!

Toting India, 15-12-1921

1 Vide VoL XXI> p. 532.
2 Only excerpts reproduced here
3 Which was to be held at Ahmedabad towards the end of December 1921.